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In the early part of this century, soil mappers relied heavily on geologic concepts and field morphology to delineate areas of similar soils. A portion of the text of the Soil Survey of Worcester County, Maryland (USDA-Bureau of Chemistry and Soils, 1928) , illustrates this very well. From the "Soils" section:
The soils of Worcester County may be classified as well-drained and poorly drained soils. By far, the greater part of the county comprises well-drained soils. This is a region in which the soils with well-developed profdes have the characteristics of the brown soil group ... In the poorly drained areas the lIurface soils range in color from almost white to black. All the soils from Worcester County have developed from beds of sand, silt, clay, and gravel. These geologic materials are of such recent age that they are still unconsolidated and immature.
In other portions of the text it is noted that the major difference between soil series was their color and texture. Examples include "red clay land" and "white sugar sand." This approach to soil series may have been related to the taxonomic system in place at the time, where colors and drainage class were key components in the correlation of soil series.
